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|fl^i Nguyen tjelieved for 
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III. Cogny told US attaches major attacl 
; X5-20 June ^slniost certain* 

A. He pessimistic re Hanoi; 
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break. 

B. If break occurs, he does 


fears enemy will concen- 
trate jlanoi -Haiphong and 
he'$S& prevent permanent 




not ’’intend to have another 
Dien Bien Phu ; ” will with- 
draw to Haiphong. 
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v- ? 1, Hanoi dependent daily 

^ coal supplies for 

electricity and water 
purification; already 

reported low in rice ' 
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General impression our service attaches 
is that delta, except Haiphong bridge- 
head, can’t last 30 days under heavy 
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attack. 

Assistant army attach^ Hanoi says 
full attack would not bring disin- 
tegration French regular forces, 
though morale poor . 

Army attach^ Saigon sees piecemeal 
employment enemy battle corps in 
delta, rather than full-scale attack. 
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Viet Minh regular strength 


in Laos, although only 10 


bat t a 1 ions , expec ted to 


take advantage of French 


exodus and increase harass- 


ment of local forces. There 


also 8,000 irregulars. 


B. Weak Laotian army totals 13 


battalions. Also 2,500 


auxiliaries 


Meanwhile, reports political coup drew 


blank looks French, Laotian officials. 


A. But Lao officials known be 


suspicio us Prince Petsarath ; 
been watching his activities 
B. American Legation Vientiane 
feels Petsarath may intend 


feeizing throne rather than 


premiership . 


Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP79R0089qA000300030049-8 




25X1 







